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“ Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael, 
there is an accurfed thing. in the midft of 
thee, O Ifracl ! Thou canft not ftand be- 
fore thine enemies, until ye take away the 
accurfed thing from among you.’ 


SHE preceeding chapter gave us an account 

; of Ifrael’s befieging Jericho, and of the fal- 
ling of the walls of that fenced city by a mare 
vellous difplay of the power of almighty God; Upon 
which ‘it is added in the clofe of the chapter, “So 
the Lord was with Jothua, and his fame was noifed 
throughout all the country.” And yet, one of the 
firft things we are acquainted with in the progrefs of 
his hiftory is, the defeat he met with in his attempt 
again{t Az, a city about nine miles weft from Jericho, 
This unhappy defeat filled Jo/sua with great concern, 
infomuch that he “ rent his cloaths, fell upon his face 
before the Lord, and put duft upon his head, continu- 
ing all day in fafting and prayer.” The words of his 
prayer we have in the 7th, 8th and oth verfes of the 
context. Tae 
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The good God faw the fincesity of this prayer, 
aorwithftanding the imperfections that attended it, 
and lets Jo/bua into the true reafon why J//rael fled 
before their enemies. Says he, in the 11th and 12th 
verfes, “ Ifrael hath fianed—they have even taken of 
the accurfed thing—~-therefore they conld not {tand 
before their enemies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, becaufe they were accurfed: neither 
will | be with you any more, unlefs ye remove the 
accurfed thing from among you.” And now come. 
in the words of my text, “ Thus faith the Lord God 
of Ifrael, there is ag accurfed thing in the midft of 
thee, O Ifrael! Thou canft not ftand before thine 
enemies until ye take away the accurfed thing from 
among you.” The accurfed thing in the midft of 
Hfiael was Achan’s fin, verfe eo, 21. 


It would not be unprofitable, fhould ] enlarge in 
defcribing this fin, and thofe circumftances relative to 
it, which made it fo provoking to God; and alfo in 
vindicating that awful, but righteous feverity with 
which it was puvifhed. But to do this as it ought 
to be‘ done, would take up too much of the prefent 
time; for which reafon I fhall pafs over all chat might 
be faid upon thefe points, and immediately proceed to 
employ your thoughts on the text itfelf; from which 
she following notes are obvioufly deducible. 


1. Sin is an accurfed thing. 

IL. This accurfed thing is too often in the midft 
of a people when engaged in war. 

Tl. They mu/) take away this accurfed thing 
from among them, if they would hope, upon 
juft grounds, to /land before their enemies. 

I, Sie 
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1. Sin is an accurfed thing. So it is ftigtatized 
by God himfelf in the text; and with the higheft 
reafon. 


For ’tis an accurfed thing in its own mature. 
What this is we may learn from the defcription which 
an Apoftle has given us of it, 1 Fobm iii, 4. * Whofo- 
ever committeth fin, tranfgreffeth alfo the law: fer fia 
is the tranfgreflion of the law.” i.e. the law of God, 
however made known, whether by the light of rea/on, 
or the revelation he has made of his willin the fcrip- 
tures of the old and new teftament. Mankind are 
all under the law of God, in ene or other, or both of 
thefe fenfes; and when they tranfgrefs: this law, they 
are chargeable with fin. ‘This is its nature. 


And it carries ia its idea rebellion againft the moft 


rightful authority. For nothing is more indifputable 
than that the God who made us is our /overeign, and 
has a right to give law to us, and demand our fub- 
jection. Bat by fin we pradtically call in queftion this 


right‘of his, and reflect difhonor oz his governing. 


authority. And what is this fhort of rebellion againft 
the moft fovereign majefty, whofe authority carries 
with it the moft binding force, the moft. indubitable 
obligation ? 


It implies in it alfo horrid’ contempt of God, and 
the moft flighty regard to him. ‘The language of -it 
is, that his laws are not worth minding ; that he 
either knows not how, or has not taken care, to make 
laws that are fit to be regarded’; and that men can 
govern themfelves much: better than they will be 
governed by an obfervance of the divine precepts. 
This is the practical language of fin, whereby the 
, ~wifdom 
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wifdom of God is refleéted upon, and the fupréni¢ — 
Majefty himfelf treated with contempt. 


Moreover, fin practically defies the power and 
anger of God ; for his laws aré guarded with fandtions 
which are awfully fevere. He has declared he will 
arm himfelf with power, and take vengeance on thofe 
who obey not: the truth, but unrighteoufnefs. . And 
therefore to violate the laws of God, and to go on 
in a courfe of doing fo, is a practical declaration that 
we regard not the anger of God, nor fear what he 
has threatned to bring upon us. The language of 
fin is, that we are ftronger than the Almighty; at 


~ deaft, that we are not afraid of his power, or his wrath. 


All this is included in fin, on which account it. may; 


* wich the higheft propriety, be called an accur/ed thing. 


Nor is fin an accur/ed thing in its nature only, but id 
its effects and confequences alfo. It hae proved a curfe, 


and the moft dreadful one by its mifchievous effects. 


Tis fin that has curfed the ground, {o that it brings 
forth thorns and thiftles, and obliges mankind to toil 
and pains to get a livelihood out of it. The cutfé 
of God upon the ground, by means: of fin, is pro- 
nounced, Gen, iii. 17, 18, 19. 


~ ?Tis.fin that has brought a cur/é upon our badies, 


fobjeding them to difeafes and pains, infinicely va- 


rious both for kind and degree; yea, expofing them 
to, death, io all_manner of forms. The words of 


the curfe. are recorded, Gen. iii. 19. 


Tis fin that has brought a curfe “upon our fouls, 
introducing into them confufion and diforder, -weak- 
nefs 
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nefs and depravicy. ’Tis this that has ‘blinded. our 
underftandiogs, perverted our judgments, ftupified 
our confciences, corrupted our paflions and affections, 
*Fis this that has deprived us of our original glory, 
funk our natures, and from creatures but little lower 
than the angels, reduced us to a level with the beafts 
that perith. . ’Fis this that has commenced a war in 
our faculties, difturbing the peace of our minds, and 
filling them with tumule and vexation, iateftine jars 
and hortid iaward rccoiliags. 


*Tis fin that bas brought a curfe upon this whole 
lower world, filling it, in all apes, wich innumerable 
fpectacles of woe and mifery. ’Yis this that opened 
the door to all that grief and’ forrow, diftrefs and 
trouble, in infinitely various kinds, which has made 
mankind unhappy, even trom the days of Adam, 
whether as fingle perfons, or as fubfifting in focieties, 
whether fmaller or greater. 


’Tis this that has harraffed fo many particular 
individual perfons, perpiexing their minds, affiéting 
their bodies, aud creating numberlefs uneafinefles to 
them, in all the different fhapes that.can be conceived 
of by the livelieft iniazination. 


_ _ ? Vis this that has difquieted families, introducing 

difappointments, loffes, crofles, feuds and animofities, 
the want of ourward good things, aad the fullering 
a thoufand evil ones. ‘ 


*Tis this that has ever been the make-bate in the 
church of God, deltroying its peace and order, 
B promoting 
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prémoting ftrife and contention, alienation and dif- 
affection, and crumbling it into numberlefs parties. 


“Tis this that has been the troubler of nations 
aod kingdoms, unfheathing the {word and making 
them the devgurers of one another. ” Fis this that has 
dethroned princes, ruined cities, depopulated coun- 
tries, yea, emptied the earth of its inhabitants, filling 
it with flaughter and bloodfhed. And ’tis this alfo 
that has “ fhut vp the heavens, and made the rain 
of aland powder and duft”; ’tis this that has brought 
the peftilence that walketh in darknefs, and de- 
ftru@ion that wafteth at noon day”; ’tis this that 
has caufed the earth to tremble, and open its mouth 
fe as to take in thoufands of fouls at once: Yea, 
whenever the judgments of God have been abroad 
ja the earth, ’tis fin that has brought them down: 
To this muit they all be attributed as the alone 
procuring caufe. : 


Nor are thefe dreadful calamities the worft effects 
of this accurfed thing. Its malign influence extends — 
beyond the grave, and reaches even to the eternal 
world. ’Fis this that guards the heavenly paradife 
as with a flaming f{word, fo that there is no admiflion 
for finners, continuing fuch, into that bleffed place : 
As the Apoftle John expreffes it, “ there fhall in 
no wife enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatfoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.” 
Nor is this the worft effet of fin yet. ’Tis this 
that has made the dreadful place in the other world 
called in fcripture hell ; the bottomle/s pit ; the lake 
that burneth with fire and brim/tone ; the place of 

blacknefs 
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blacknefs of darknefs, of weeping and wailing, and 
gnajfhing of teeth. If it had not been for fin, there 
had never been fuch a place as Ae//; we fhould 
never have heard of the frre that goeth not out, and 
the worm that dieth not, ‘ 


But I need not fay any thing more to fatisfy you 
that fia is an accurfed thing, That is céttainly wor- 
thy to be fpoken of in this ftile, which has brought 
mankind under the curfe of God in this world, and 
expofes them to his curfe in the future one, ”Tis 
of all things the moff accurfed. There is indeed a 
curfe in nothing but by means of fin. This is em- 
phatically the accurfed thing. And whatever gife 


has a curfe in it, is derived from fin. 
oe 


Let us, my brethren, take care to make a ju% 
eftimate of fin; not looking upon it as an harmie/s 
innocent thing, not entertaining an opinion of it as 
a flight iaconfiderable evil; but as that which is 
accurfed in itfelf, and carries with it all manner of 
curfes, We muft thus conceive of it. ’Tis the firft 
thing neceflary to a deliverance from the cuz/e it has 
fubje@ed us to ; as it will not only engage us in the 
work of repentance, but open to our view our infi- 
nite indebrednefs to the Lord Jefus Chrift, who has 
taken upon him the curfe of fia. And this will in- 
{pire us with zeal and vigor, in the ufe of all means, 
that we may obtain, through him, redemption from 
the curfe of the law and the wrath of God. 
But I muft not enlarge. ’Tis time that I proceed 
to the fecond note from the text, viz. 

Bz Il, Fhae 


¥ 
t 
7 
t 
; 
jy 
F 


Pi. OF a 


( 1 ) 


UJ. That fin, this accurfed thing, istoo often in the 
midit of a people, when engaged in war. - 


This was the charge againit J/rae/, now they were 
gone forth againft the nations of Canaan. Says the 
contex:, “ Ifraei hath commitred a trefpafs in the 
accurfed thing. M{rael hath finned and tranfgrefled 
my covenanr.” Nor was this the only. time they 
were chargeable with fin, while engaged, in war. 
We never read of this peopie, when in a ftate of war, 
but they are complained of as having finned againit 
the Lord their God. And there are fearce any fins 
but they were prevalent among them. The Pro- 
pets, whom God fent with his meflages.to them, 
teitity again{t their profanenels, their covetonfnels, 
their uncleannef, their pride, their hypocrify, their 
idolatry, and fometimes their univerfal debauchery 
of manners. And it was indeed the prevalence of 
thefe and fuch like fins that engaged them in war, 
either putting them upon invading the rights of their 
neighbours, or provoking God to ftir up their neigh- 
bours to invade theirs. It would be needlefs to go 
over the wars of Ifrael, as they are recorded in the 
old teftament, to illuftrate this; bat if any fhould 
chufe to be at this pains, they would find that their 
moral charatter was always fuch as might juftly givé 
the holy God occafion to complain of them, as in 
fa.i. 4. © Ab! finfol nation, a people laden with 
iniquity, a feed of evil doers: they have forfaken 
the Lord, they have provoked the holy one of Ifrael 
to anger.” 


- Andis it true of I/rael only, that the accurfed 


thing was in the midit of them when engaged 
in 
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in war? Is not this the charge that may be joflly 


made agaioft our land at this day ?——Was it ever 
ina more corrupt and degenerate ftate? Was it ever 
jn amore unhappy fituation, morally fpeaking, to en- 
gagein war? Did we ever hear fo lond-a cry of op- 


 preflion? Was common honefty ever at a lower ebb? 


Were extravagance, intemperance and lewdnefs ever 
more general? Were the fabbaths of the Lord ever 
more prophaned, or his fan€uary more polluted ? 
Was the name of God ever more difhonored by 
horrid curfing and fwearing ?—— We are, io truth, 
a finful people, and have exceedingly provoked the 
holy one of Ifrael to anger againftus. The accurfed 
thing is in the midft of us, impiety towards God, 
unrighteoufnefs and unmercifulnefs towards our 
neighbour, and infobriety with refpe& to our felves ; 
yea, we have difhonored Chrift, negleéted his: falva- 
tion, abufed his grace, and grieved his fpirit. This, 
in general, though lam grieved to fay it, is the true 
charaéter of the country, at this day, notwithftanding 
all our pretences, and all our fpiritual advantages. 
A melancholy illuftration of the truth we were up- 
on, that the accurfed thing is too often in the midft 
of a people when at war with their enemies. J now 
go on to the next and laft note from the words, viz. 


lJ. That a people at war muft take away the 
accurfed thing from among them, if they would 
hope, upon juft grounds, to ftand before their 
enemies, 


You fee that J/rae/ could not ftand before the men 
of Ai: And what was the reafon? Tis given to 
dyoua by God himfelf, ver, 11,12. “ Ifrael hath 

finned 
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fisned—therefore the children of Ifrael could not 
ftand before their enemies, but turned their backs 
before their enemies.” And this is but agreeable 
to the covenant which God made with them, after 
he had bronght them out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and an out-ftretched arm. ‘Thofe are the terms 
of it, “If ye walk in my ftatures and keep my 
commandments, and do them;—then ye thall chafe 

~ your enemies, and they {hall fall before vou by the 
‘fword. But if ye will not hearken unto me, and 
fhall defpife my ftatutes, and not do my command- 
ments ;—I alfo will do this unto you, ye fhall be flain 
before. your enemies, ye fhal] be delivered into the 
hand of the enemy.” Lev. xxvi. And according to 
the tenor of this covenant, it all slong happened to 
Tfrael. While they kept themfelves from the ae- 
curfed thing, or foon took it away, they had the 
better of their enemies, and caufed them to fee or 
fall before them: But when the accurfed thing was 
in the mid(t of them, and they took no care to re- 
more it away, they fell before their enemies, or ron 
from them, or were delivered into their hands. 
And as an awful illuftration of the truth of my: text, 
and of the threatning contained in God’s covenant 
with J/rael, they were, about forty years after our 
Saviour, invaded by the Romans, and totally broken 
up as a people, and fcattered among all the nations 
of the earth, among whom they remain as @ taunt 
and a curfe to this very day. 


Ard God will deal, in general, after the fame 
manner, with other people, as he dealt with his 
Ffrael. While they walk with him, and do that 
which i8 right and juft and good, he will make their 

enemies 
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énemies to be at peace with them, or deliver them. 
into their hands: But if they violate the law of 
God, and trefpafs in the accurfed thing, he will not 
enable them to ftand before their enemies, but will 
give them into their hands, 


’Tis true, the parties in the war may both of 
them have finned againft the Lord; the accurfed 
thing may be in the midft of them both: In which 
cafe, they are both made ufe of in the providence 
of God to chaftife one another ; and to which of them 
God will give the advantage is known only to him- 
felf ; unlefs that party in the war, whofe caufe is juft, 
fhould put away the aceurfed thing : in which cafe 
they might upon good grounds hope for help againft 
their enemies, fo as to be able to ftand before them ; 
yea, and to tread them under their feet. Says God, 
in the text, “thou canft not ftand before thine ene- 
mies, until ye take away the accurfed thing from 
among you.” It may be worthy of fpecial notice, 
tho’ the accurfed thing was in the midft of J/rael, 
yet this fhould not hinder their fuccefs againft their 
enemies, if they would but take it away. In this 
cafe, they might, notwithftanding their former folly, 
hope to come off with glory and victory. 


Bat the queftion here is, what are we to under- 
ftand by this “ taking away the accurfed thing?” 
How isitto be done? To which I anfwer, 


If the accurfed thing is of fuch a nature that the 

“ civil arm” is neceflary to remove it, it is, in this 
fenfe, to be taken away. Thus the accurfed thing 
was taken away from Ifrael. The fin of Achan was 
a 
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a capital offence, and it lay with the civil Inagi/trate, 
by cutting off the finner, to clear the community of 
guilt. Accordingly, Jo/bua and the Elders of I/rael 
were no fooner made fenfible of the fin of Achaa, 
than they brought him under trial, pafs fentence 
upon him, and put it in execution in the face of all 
Ifrael. In like manner, when the accurfed thing, 
in the midft of a people, is of a capital nature, the 
civil magiftrate muft remove it by the death or the 
offender: or if it be any other crime, which it be- 
longs to them, as guardians to the ftate, to reftrain 
or punith, they muft, in an authoritative way, purge 
the community of it. : 


And permit me to fay here, as oppreffion of the 
poor, the fatherlefs, and the widow, 1s eminently the 
accurfed thing in the midit of us, it ought to be 
taken away, fo far as may be, by the powers ordained 
of God to be his minifters for good. ’Tis oblerva- 
ble, and may be worthy of fpecial notice, there is po 

~ prohibition, among the laws of ihe fupreme Legifla- 
tor, more particularly, exprefly, folemoly, and re- 
peatedly urged than this, thow /balt not opprefs tire 
poor, the fatherle/s, and the widow. Thofe therefo:e 
who are entrufted with governing authority, woul.i 
do no more than their duty, and what they are calle | 
to by the King of Kings, fhould they exert them- 
felves to difcourage oppreflion, and guard againft itt» 
the utmoft of their power, more efpecially as ts 
— poor, the fatherlefs, and the widow, are the diftio- 
guifhed fufferers by it. And fhould they negle& to 
reftrain and guard againft this kind of oppreffion, they 
could not excufe themfelves from the guilt of violat~ 


tg 
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ihg a tmoft exprefs command of the great King ahd 
Judge of alfthe earth. The 82d Pfalm begins with 
thofe majeftic words, “ God ftandeth in the cougres 
gation of the mighty, he judgeth among the gods,” 


that is, among civil magiftrates. -It then follows, as” 


a_peremptory command to them from the Sovereign 
of the world, “ defend the poor and fatherlefs, do 
juflice to the affli@ed and needy ; deliver the poor 
and needy; rid them our of the hand of the wicked.” 
If it was ever proper, if it ever was, or could be, 
the dury of the czvil magiftrate to lay reftraint vpon 
the malignant vice of oferelhon, as widows, father= 
left children, and afflicted needy perfons are affected 
by it, it is eminently fonow, 


J am fenfible it may be difficult, if within thé reach 
of the magittrates {kill or power, to remove that in- 
juttice, which, like an overbearing flood, has made 
its way through thefe American States; occafioned 

artly by the paper currency, partly by the neceflities 
of people in this day of general calamity, bar prin- 
cipally by the undue Jove of money: But however 
difficult, or impoflible, it may be for the governing 
power, in the prefent ftate of things, effcétually to 
reftrain, in general, the affair of commercial dealing 
within the bounds of righreoufnefs, this may be done, 
and without the leaft difficulty, in regard of thofe 
widows and orphans, together with: many others, 
who have greatly fuffered, and are ftill fuffering, by 
means of a law of this State, which obliges them ta 
accept of four or five fhillings inftead of a pound, or 
to lofe the yearly intereft which they depend upon 
for a fubfitence. 1 fear not to fay, that glaring in- 
C juttice, 


‘emiffion of paper-bills was necefflary to-the carrying | 


fe 


juftice, and of the worft kind too, wherein it affedts 
the fatherlels and widow, is eflablifhed by this law, 
It would be a difhonorable refle@ion on the makers 
of fach an eftablifhment, who are politically dead, 
to fuppofe, that their intention was, to give oppor- 
tunity for the cancelling bonds by the payment of 
one half or a quarter of their real value. As the 


on the war, they might think a law of this kiod 
would tend to prevent their depreciation, aad with — 
this view be determined to make ir: But as it is now 
knows, cotwithftandiog this, and every other device, 
that the depreciation has been amazingly great, and 
that hundreds and thoufands of helplefs widows and 
orphans, to fay nothing of others, have been reduced 
to the urmolt diftrefs by means of it. together with 
the law that has given it an oppreflive efficacy, it 
may reafonably be expedted, that the powers that now — 
be will interdiét the continvance. of this law, left. 
there thonld be the continuance of that injuftice, 
which would be a difgrace to even a pagan flate, - 


As I am now upon the duty of the civil magiftrate, 
wherein, it lies within his fphere, to take away fin, 
which is an acctrfed thing, from a people, 1 would 
mention the fad cafe of falary-men, and paruculerly 
the Clergy. So far as 1 am able to learn, moft of 
the parifhes in this Stace have made their minifters 
no allowance at all for the depreciation of the cur- 
rency, and thofe who have made any-have fallen fhort 
one half, if not three quarters, of what in reafon 
might have been expeéted of them. Is it right in 
people, who have folemnly contracted with their mi- 
aillers to pay them fuch afum, to difcharge their obli- 
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a with that which amounts to not more than one 
If, or a quarter, or a feventh part of its real value? 
t confiltent with common honeity for people to de- 
and to take, of their minifters for labor, for pro- 
for cloathing, and all the neceffiries of life five, 
“feven times more in proportion than they are 
8 to give them, tho’ obliged to it-by explicic 
ra&? And fhall government, while they know 
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, fit fill, and look upon their oppreflion without 
fering them any help? Is this as it ought to be? 
pecially, as it is owing to government bills, and 4 
rnment law making them a tender to difcharge 
tracts, tho’ by a nominal fum, not worth a third, or 
y bea feventh part of the value originally agreed 
that they are thus injured ?* | 
C2 Surely 
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# So long ago as May 26, 1725, the General Court paffed the following 
_ Relolve, which it is thevght proper to infert at large, It is in thefe words, 
a Great and Genera! Court or Affembly for his Majetty’s Province 
Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, begun and held at Bofton, upom 
Wednefiay May 26, 31725, the following Refulve pafs’d both Floutfes, 
__ and was confented to by his honor the lieutenant Governor, viz. 
Upon ferious confideration of the great diffreffjes that many of the minifters of 
© the gofpel withix this province labour under, with refpec? to their Support 
OF maintenance, their Jalaries being generally paid in the public bils of 
credit of this province, altho’ many of the minifers contracted with therv. 
le in the time eben Silver Money palfed in payment ; and the neceffaries 
of life, fuch as cloathing, provifions, together with labour and other things, 
usw demand fo mnch more of the bills of credit than heretofore ; 
Rejolved, That it is the indifpenfable duty of the feveral towns, precinéts and 
parithes of this province, to male fuch additions to the falaries or main-- 
nance of their refpeive Mminifters, as may hononrably fupport and 
neourage them in their work ; and therein to have regard as well to 
: ‘time of the contra between the minifter and people, and the fpecie 
_ therein mentioned, as-to the great and growing difference in the value of 
4 bills of credit, from what they have fometimes been, And this 
rt do therefore moft earneftly recommend the f{peedy and chearfuk 
ice ef this duty, to the feveral congregations and religicus affembiies 
thin this province: And that this refolve be publickly read onthe next 
Lord’s day after the receipt thereof,in the the afternoon before the congie~, 
be difmifs’d ; and at the anniverfary meeting of the feveral towns 
fF precinéts in the province in the month of March next, 
~ By order of the great and general court or affembly. 
. Fofiah Willard, Serr.” 
¢ @ Previous 
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Surely, the Puftors of the Churches in thig 
Staie are uot fo inconfiderable and contemptuble an 
orcer of men as pot to be worth the notice of Go- 
veromen’, when aimoft uviyerfally wronged, and to | 


~ ao mign degree. Some fpectal..provifion tor their 


relief is a matter of Jujlice, and pot meer favor, as 
His dy Meas of government bills, and a government 
law, however contrary to the Jefign of Goveramenr, 
thai ‘hey are opprefled. And fuch provifion, I am 
fare, it inclination is nor wanting, may be made, and 
without any great expence eiher of thought, time, 
or pains; and the provifion might be effectual to put 
it out of the power of peopleto turn their miniiters 
off with any thing fhort of the mue value of what 
they agreed with them. for, when they fettled with 
them. This is all they defire: And as it is nothing 
more than common equity, would it not be hard, 
may | 

Previous to the above re(olve, and that juflice m’ght be done between man | 
/ and man, it was enated by government in the year 1698, thet the execu- 
tive courts, upon the forfeiture of the penalty annexed to any agreement, 
covenant, contraét, or other fpecialties. fhould chancer the forfeiture, 
and enter up judgment for the jufl debt and damages, ——In the year 1741, 
the judges of the refpedtive courts, in cafe of a depreciation of ae emitted, 
bills, were particularly impowered ‘to give judgment for fo much filver 
as the true debt appears to be, end fn want thereof for fo much in faid 
province bills,qwith the addition of fo much more as will make amends for 
the depreciating faid bills from therr prefent flated value, or the value at 
uubich fuch other bills foould be fated’ a the years 1744, and 1747, 


additional cave was taken by the General Couct to prevent oppreffion by 
‘means of the depreciation of their ernitted bills, ~ : 


it will not, I believe, be Yifowned by any, who have made themfelves %c- 

* quainted with the charaéter of thole who congituted our General Courts 
in the years above fpecified, that they were’men of wifdom, integrity, 
public virtue, and political fkill, The {pecimens they have given of this, 
in the laws f have refer’d to, are well worthy of, notice; and fhould like 
Jaws, which are nozy more toudly called for than in thofe times, be made 
by the prefent governing. powers, I doubt not but they would carry with 
them effectual relief to thoufands of Widows, Orphans, and others, who 
have been the great fufferers in this day of difficulty and diftrefs, not hav- 
ing hod it in their’ power, in common with almoft all forts of perfons, te 
help themfelves, ° : : 


mS Bre 2 
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may I not fay, would it vot be unjuft, fhould they 
be left to groan under their oppreflions, and io bave 
po helper ? 


3 
4 
: ‘was to be carried into execution, it might unhappily 
tend to increafe the depreciation of the currency, 
_* which would be a great and public damage.—’Tis 
obvious’ to anfwer, there are no perfons in this, or 
- any of the States, who have it in their power, but 
are fo aware of the funken value of the paper-bills, 
-@8 to rife proportionably in their demands for what- 
ever they have to difpofe of. Common labourers of 
_ all kinds, farmers, traders and merchants, take effec- 
tual care to ballance, in their commercial condua, 
the fall of the medium, with an adequate increafe of 
_ the price they afk for their commodities: Yea, our 
General Court have thought it juft and equal to in- 
hance their daily /2ipend, on account of the inbanced 
price of what is neceffary for their fubfiftence, while 
_ employed on the affairs of the public: Nor have they 
_ in this done any other than what is right, and will be 
acknowledged to be fo by all who are acquainted 
with the fituation of things among us: But fhall wi- 
dows and fatherle/s children, together with the clergy 
_ and other falary-men, who have it not in their power 
to help themfelves, be the diftingnifhed grand fuf- 
+ ferers in this day of oppreflive wickednels ? Wheao 
* others can help themfelves, while thefe can’t, thall 
Government fit ftill, and not exert themfelves, fo 
that juftice may be done them. God forbid, that we 
fhould be any longer given up as a prey to the de- 
youring teeth of avaricious worldlings ? 
ge I thall 


Should it be faid, if! what has been mentioned, ~ 
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_ countable ro that God whofe throne is inthe 
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1 fhall add here, it ought to be deeply impreffed 
on the hearts of our civil rulers, that they arqac- . 
¥: 

ens, in common with other men; and his eyes be- 


~ wold their conduét in thejr public capacity, and he 


‘fees and obferves it, not meerly as a fpedtator, but an 
almighty righteous judge, one who enters all upon 
record, in order to a reckoning another day. And 
the day is coming, when they fhal! ali ftand on a 
level with the loweft of the people, before the tre- 
mendous bar of the righteous Judge of all the earth, 
and be called upon to render an account, not only 
of rheir private life, but of their whole management 
as entrufted with the concerns of the public, 


If there needs any excufe for that plainnefs of 
fpeech I have now ufed, 1 would fay;—* my con- 
{cience beareth me witnefs,” that what | have offered 
has proceeded, not from want of decent re/pect tor thofe. 
who are our civil Rulers, but from faithfulnefs ta 
God, “ whofe 1 am, and whom I defire to ferve,”. as 
well as from a tender concern for thofe thonfands 
among both the Laity and Clergy, efpecially Widows 
and Orphans, whofé groanings, by reafon of oppref- 
fion, are heard in heaven, and may, if they are not 
beard on earth, bring down vengeance from almighty 
God, in addition to what we have already fels. —— 


But to go on, 

If the accurfed thing is fin generally prevailing 
among a people, it muft be ¢aten away bya general re- 
formation. This is the only effectual method in which 
it can be done; and ir is the very one every where 
dire&ted to in the word. of God: and it will, of his 

mercy, 


5 er 


| ( “2g. 
mercy, through the mediation and merits of the Savior 
Jefus Chrift, avail to the pardon of a people. This 


will bring them into favor with heaven, and engage 
the prefence of God with them, fo as that they fhall 


be able to “ ftand before their enemies, and tread ~~ 


them under their feet.” 


What then. remains, as the improvement of the 
prefent difcourfe, but that we make it our care, by 
true humiliation and repentance, to remove fin, that 
accurfed thing, from among us. It will not, it cannot 
with any face of reafon, be denied, that fin, in every 
kind, abounds in the land.—But if | may fpeak what I 
believe is the real truth, I would fay, that fin which 
is the fource of every other fin, and may emphatically 


be called the ACCURSED THING AMONG US, is 


Jerdid avarice, an unfatiable thirfi for money. ’Tig 
this that has overipread the land with fuch bafe 
Selpfone/s as bas been deftruétive of that public patriotic 
Sprit which was its glory : ’ Pis this that bas engaged 
{uch multitudes to“ /eek their own,” tothe negle® of, 
and in oppofition to, “ the weal of others :” ’Tis thig 
that has been the occafion of that injuftice, oppreffion, 
and extortion, which is fo generally prevalent in all 
parts of the country : ’ Vis this that has reduced great 
numbers to penury and want, efpecially among thofe, 
who have had it neither in their power, nor inclina- 
tion, to do by others, as others do by them: ?Tis 
this, in a word, that has fwallowed up all- ferious at- 
tention to “ the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God, aad of Jefus Chrift ;” inftcad of which, the gain 
of this world has been the great and general concern, 
though at the hazard of that lofs of the foul which 
cannot be compenfated, And in this view of oar 

> character, 


- 
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haradter, as having reigning in us this avaricious 
difpofition, which has been, and is flill productive of 
all wickednefs, what can we expect but the frowns of 
heaven upon our military operations? ’Tis true, and 


wt wonght to be acknowledged with gratitude, the good 


God has, notwithftanding our great unworthinefs, 
“ for his holy name’s fake, and to make his power 
known,” given our armits remarkable fuccefs in their 
contefts with the enemy, at one time and another. So 
when Ifrael went againit Jericho, it pleafed God by a 
miraculous exertion of almighty power, to {hake down 
the walls of that ftrongly fenced city, and deliver it 
into the hands of Jofbua, the chief Jewifh military 
commander. Bat //rael committed “a trefpals in the 
accurfed thing,” for which caufe they were after- 
wards defeated, and driven back by their enemies. 
Thus it has been with us. By remarkable interpo- 
fitions, in the goverriment of Providence, we have 
been marvelloufly fucceeded, at one time and another, 
in our attempts againft the enemy; but, as the ac- 
curfed thing has been retained among us, they, by like 
interpofitions of heaven, have been facceeded in their 
attempts againft us. An obfervable inftance of this, 
yea, an inftance wherein the God that is above has, 
in a very confpicuous manner, interpofed to ferve 
them, and differve us, we have in the affair of Rhode- 
Ffland, with what gave rife to it, and was effemially 
connected with it. 


We all know, the fquadron of capital fhips fent to 
America, by the Monarcu OF FRANCE, Was 
kindly intended for our help in our ftreggle with 
Great Britain ; and we all had great expectations from 
what might, humanly fpeaking, have been effected 

thereby. 
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thereby. But we have hitherto been greatly dilap= 
pointed, But how? Not. thro’ any failure in the 


ufe of proper means, but by the exertions of thet 7 — 
almighty Being, “ who bringeth the wind out of his 
treafure,” or keepeth it there, as “ feemeth good ir 


his fight? By contrary winds, or no winds, the fleet 
from France was detained fo much longer than ordina- 


ry in coming to the Delaware, that the Briti/b Spins, 


lying in that river with all their ftores, had oppor- 
tunity, before their arrival, to go unmolefted to New- 
‘ork. ? Tis true, their locked for approach might 


- be the occafion of the Briti/b army’s quitting Phila- 


deiphia with fuch haite, and doing it by the way of 
the Jerfes, which proved to them a difgraceful re- 
treat, and the lofs of fome thoufands of their men. 
But this was foon followed by that which was greatly 
difadvantageous to us; Upon Admiral D’E/aing’s 
leaving the Delaware and anchoring at the Hood, 
hear New-York, an expedition was planned, with a 
view to difpoffefs the enemy of Rhode-I/land, by the 
joint operetion of his fleet, and an army to be imme- 
diately raifed and fent upon this defign. No army, 
it may be; was fooner raifed, or confifted of better 
men, many of whom, tho’ men of fortune, figure, 
and re{pectable charaéters, voluntarily entered upon 
this fervice as privates, for the good of their country : 
Noiwithftanciog which, and the mof flattering pro- 
fpcét of fuccets, they were difappointed: Not for 
want of wifdom in planning the expedition, or of fkill 
and refolution in the officers and men, either of the 
army or navy; but by interpofing frowns in the pro- 
vidence of him who “fitteth King forever.” The 
next day after our troops had landed without the leaft 
oppofition, and were _ been joined by a pum- 
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ber of French regulars, and the whole French fvet, 
they were called off, by the appearance of Lord How's 
naval force, which cbliged the Count to go out afier, 
dnd purfue them: Bur before any aéticn could com- 
gence, there arofe, at the command of that God, 
whom “ the winds obey,” an unknown ftorm, ia this 
part of the world, at fuch a time of the year, which 
difabled @ number of the French hips, and made it 
neceflary they fhould come to Ro/fon co refit.— This 
pit an end to our Rbode-Mhind expedition, * and the 
falutary effets we expected to reap from it. Birr, 
as it was wholly owing to the extraordinary provi- 
dence of God, which over ruled this important defion 
t6 our fad difappoia!ment, we can find no fault, unlefs 
we wotild refleét Mame upon the alwife righteous 
roler of the work’; infead of which, we might do 
Well to rele upon rhe moral caufe of this divine 
chaltifement; which, wichour all doubr, is, our not 
“taking away the accu fd thing from among us.” 
This can be done, as has been faid, in no way but by 
reformation. Aud the reformation muft be general, 
extending to all orders and degrees of men, among us, 
from the higheft to the loweft; and to all fins, from 
the greateft to che leaft, Magiftrates mult be fen- 
fible of their faults, and reGify them; minifters mult 
be humbled fortheirs, and amend them; and people 
in common muft be convinced of the evil of their 
doings, and repeat of them, And-in order to this 

: general 


® Tt may not be improper to fay here, our Troops, under the bleffing of. 
heaven, retreated from Rhode-Ifland with fignal fuccefs and honor: For 
they not only went off with all their ftores and baggage, without the lefs 
of.a fing'e article; but drove away the enemy who endeavored to purfue 
‘them, with the lofs only of two hundred and eleven of our men, killed, 
wounded, anf miffing, which was vaftly more than ballanced by the lofs of 
More than a thoufand of their's killed and wounded. : 


car 
general reformation, every man mutt endeavour t@ 
know the plagne of his own heart; every one mult - 
come toa paufe, and enquire what have t.done? / _ 
and not be farisfied, ull every thing amifs is done _ 


away, both in Heart and life = © 


Thus let us remove the accurfed thing from the | 
midft of us; “ breaking off our fins by repentance, 
ahd our iniquities by varning to God.” We fhall not 
do this, unlefg we betake ourfelves for help to the 
great difpenfer of grace. He can difpofe and influ- 
ence us to “ ccafe from doing evil, and ro learn todo — 
well ;” he can enable us ro “ unldofe the binds of 
wickednefs, and let the oppréfled go free,” and to 
make it our care to “ cecal juftly; loving mercy, and 
walking humbly with God.” — Andf, in confequence 
of our earnefi fupplications before the mercy-feat in 
heaven, we {hail be wrought upon to become a peni- 
“tent and obedient people, having faith in God, and in 
his fon Jefus Chrift, we may hope, and upon jult 
grounds, that our father’s God will be our God, and 
mapifelt himfelf to be fo by “ riding in the nelens 
for our help, and in bis excellency on the fkies;” 
. giving us occaficn to triumph,and fing, as in the 144th 
Pfalm, beginning, “ Bleffed be the Lord our ftrédgth, 
who teacheth our hands to war, and our fingers to 
fight ; our gocdnefs and our fortrefs, cur high tower 
and deliverer, in whom we truft: who fubdueth the 
people under us.” 


AMEN. 


